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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the factors that influence the production
of accent weakening by Chinese learners of Japanese. Through a
pronunciation task and a judgment task, the effects of four factors—
accent patterns, word length, sentence environment, and Japanese
language proficiency—on the production of accent weakening were
examined.

The results revealed that two factors, namely “accent patterns” and
“sentence environment,” significantly influenced the occurrence of
weakening. Regarding accent patterns, the production rate of weakening
was relatively high for word groups beginning with a “kernel-bearing”
pattern, while it was lower for groups with “flat + middle-high” and “flat
+ flat” patterns. As for sentence environment, the rate of weakening was
higher in environments such as “less independent words” and “post-
focus,” and lower in “restrictive” and “auxiliary verb” contexts. On the
other hand, word length and learners’ proficiency in Japanese did not
show significant effects on the production of accent weakening.

These findings suggest the importance of incorporating pitch accent
weakening into Japanese pronunciation instruction and provide valuable

foundational data for developing future teaching methods.

Keywords: accent weakening, Chinese learners of Japanese, Japanese

pronunciation instruction, sentence environment, accent patterns
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