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Abstract:

This paper investigates utterance fluency (speech rate, articulation
rate, Mean Length of Run (MLR)) of Japanese speech among L1 Korean,
L1 English speakers with similar proficiency levels (SPOT intermediate

group, J-CAT intermediate/upper intermediate), and among L1 Japanese
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speakers. The data from storytelling tasks in I-JAS were used to examine
the relationship between the speaker’s Japanese proficiency levels and
their spoken fluency. Although the results showed differences in speech
rate, articulation rate, and MLR between L1 Japanese speakers and
L2 Japanese speakers, no significant differences were found between
L1 English speakers and L1 Korean speakers. However, the length of
time the L2 Japanese speakers spent to learn Japanese to reach the
same proficiency levels was longer for L1 English speakers than L1
Korean speakers. Therefore, the L2 Japanese speaker’s spoken fluency
reflects the proficiency levels shown in the Japanese language tests.
This study showed that once the same proficiency levels are attained,
L1 characteristics of L2 Japanese speakers do not influence their spoken

fluency.
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