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Abstract:

This paper focuses on the phenomenon of delayed fundamental

frequency (fo) fall in Japanese accents, and investigates the occurrence
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of delayed fo fall in the monologue data of three Tokyo dialect speakers
using the Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese. Several acoustic parameters
were measured and discussed to determine how the accent type and
phonetic environment affect the occurrence of the delayed fo fall. The
results showed that in spontaneous utterances, the delayed fo fall tends
to occur more frequently in initial-accented clauses. With regard to
the phonetic environment,the delayed fo fall is more likely to occur (O
in phrases in which the accented mora begins with a vowel or voiced
consonant. @ when the accented mora begins with a vowel, there is no
relationship between the vowel type and the occurrence of delayed fo
fall, but when the accented mora begins with a consonant the delayed
fo fall tends to occur more frequently in phrases in which the accented
mora with a close vowel. @ in phrases in which the accented mora was
followed by a mora begins with a voiced consonant. @ when the accented
mora was followed by a mora begins with a vowel,the delayed fo fall tends
to occur more frequently in phrases in which was initial-accented clauses.
when the accented mora was followed by a mora begins with a consonant,
the delayed fo fall tends to occur more frequently in phrases in which the

accented mora was followed by a mora with a back vowel.
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