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Abstract

This study examined whether when nominating questioners and
respondees, Yasufumi Tanahashi, the chairman of the Budget Committee
of the House of Representatives, who was accused of being “unjust and
unfair” and was named in a motion of dismissal by opposition lawmakers,

could be characterized as “speaking slowly” and “taking a long time to
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deliver his nominations.” In the survey, Mr. Tanahashi’s nominations
were compared with the three chairpersons of the Budget Committee of
the House of Representatives who faced dismissal motions between 2010
and 2020. As a result, it was revealed that the length of Mr. Tanahashi’s
nominations and the length of pauses during his nominations were longer
than those of the other chairpersons. This means he spoke slowly. On the
other hand, the length of time preceding Mr. Tanahashi’s nominations
was the second longest among the four. It was found, therefore, that
this point cannot be said to be a characteristic of Mr. Tanahashi alone.
However, the time interval preceding Mr. Tanahashi’s nominations is
nearly one second longer than those of the other two chairpersons and
it is possible that he spoke slowly, instead of taking a long time before

speaking.
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