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Abstract

Pitch accent is important for the acquisition of nativelike Japanese
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pronunciation, but it is often reported that relatively little time is spent
teaching it in the L2 Japanese classroom. In an effort to create the
materials necessary to develop teaching methods that are effective
despite limited instruction time, the present study reports on an
experiment conducted on L1 Mandarin learners of L2 Japanese regarding
how word length and accent type influence accuracy in accent production.
In the experiment, 52 beginning learners were shown 42 unfamiliar
nouns, ranging from 1 to 4 moras in length, followed by the nominative
case particle ‘ga’. All stimuli were presented along with marks indicating
the correct accent, and learners were asked to the various noun+ga
sequences one time each. Analyses of accuracy rates led to two major
findings. First, difficulty depends on accent type, both within each word
length taken individually as well as for all word lengths combined.
Second, there are cases where, even within a single accent type, difficulty
differs depending on word length, with longer words being associated
with increased difficulty. These results have the potential to be useful
for improving the efficiency of accent instruction, e.g., by applying
them to develop new ways of displaying accent visually, or to determine
how teaching time should be allocated based on the observed difficulty

differences.
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