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Abstract

It is often pointed out that pitch accent is difficult for L2 Japanese
learners to acquire, and methods for teaching and training accent have
not yet been firmly established. Accordingly, from the perspective of
both perception and production, the present study verifies the efficacy
of a training method that incorporates imitation and self-monitoring.
In total, 24 beginner L1 Mandarin learners of L2 Japanese participated
in the experiments. The 24 learners were divided into an experimental
group, which received training, and a control group, which only took the
pre- and post-tests. In the training, sequences of a word (ranging from 1
to 4 moras in length) plus the nominative case particle ‘ga’ were shown
to participants together with a mark indicating the word’s accent type.
After first reading all word+’ga’ sequences one time each, trainees were
then asked to imitate model utterances recorded from native speakers. In
addition, trainees were asked to evaluate whether their own accentuation
matched that of the model utterance. Before and after the training, an
accent production test and accent perception test was administered
to both groups (experimental and control) . For both tests, accuracy
rates significantly increased from pre-test to post-test. Moreover, on the
production test, accuracy rates significantly increased not only for trained
words but also untrained words. Similarly, accuracy rates significantly
increased not only for the word+’ga’ sequences used during training but
also short sentences including a predicate. The above results attest to the

effectiveness of the present study’s training method.

Keywords: mora, pitch accent, accent mark, pronunciation teaching,

foreign accent



