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Abstract

This paper investigates the causes of language redundancy from the
perspective of the speaker’s mental activities. Based on the analysis of
typical examples of language redundancy, the present author classifies the
mental activities of producing redundancy into two subtypes: information
expansion and consciousness shift. “Information expansion” refers to
the spreading of a message (i.e. mood or attitude, information, etc.) held
in the mind in more than two situations, thus resulting in redundancy.

On the other hand, “consciousness shift” refers to the situation in which
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due to the ongoing shift of consciousness in the process of utterance
production, being unaware of delivering certain information before, the

speaker repeats the same information, thus resulting in redundancy.
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