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Abstract
Linguistics has traditionally been regarding sentences in written
language as its main theme. However, spoken Japanese frequently uses

smaller words and phrases as the unit of speech. Some of them are due
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to disfluency, while others sound totally natural. This paper deals with a
kind of intonation (“drift” intonation) in the latter cases, and shows that
its basic features are observed in some other human exercises such as
driving and running, which implies that “drift” intonation is a linguistic
reflection of a human’s deviant exercise in general. Drift intonation can
reveal a wide range of feelings. But this does not mean that the meaning
of a drift intonation is too vague to ascertain. A drift intonation expresses
deviation, as does its form itself, and this can serve as emphasis,
playfulness, distance from one’s own statements (i.e., irony or scorn),
or distance from the statements of others (i.e., distrust or scorn), and
playfulness would seem to be linked to leisure, peace of mind, and even

self-conceit.

Keywords: Japanese spoken language, short-phrase speech, expressive

speech, drift, drift intonation, irony
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