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On the Generation of Phrasal Intonation and Sentence Intonation in the case

of a Non-Accent Dialect

Abstract :

The Tokyo dialect distinguishes word meaning as ‘hasi (chopsticks)’ and
‘hasi (end, edge)’ by word accents. Its phrasal intonation divides an
utterance into some meaningful phrases as ‘tabe owatta (ate and finished)’
and ‘tabeowatta (finished eating)’ and indicates the syntactical structure of
words as ‘yarseta onna no kodomo (a child of a skinny woman)’ and ‘yarseta:
onna no kodomo (a skinny female child).” And its sentence intonation
indicates the prominence as “Ta naka-san wa koohii ga suki desu ka? (Is it
Mr. Tanaka that likes coffee?)’ and “Tanaka-san wa koohii ga suki desu ka?
(Is it coffee that Mr. Tanka likes?),” the functions of utterances as
questioning, answering and order, and the speaker’s emotions as
astonishing, indifference, suspicion and disappointing.

Kumamoto dialect is a non-accent dialect which does not distinguish the
word meanings by accents and whose words have no accent patterns. So
there is no difference of accent between ‘chopsticks’ and ‘bridge’ and both
of them are possibly pronounced with low-low tone, low-high tone, high-low
tone or high-high tone.

How can the Kumamoto dialect natives generate phrasal and sentence

intonation without word accent? How do they divide an utterance into
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phrases phonetically? How do they express the syntactical structure of
phrases and utterances, the prominence, the functions of utterances and the
speaker’s emotions? And how do the phrasal and the sentence intonation
work in Kumamoto dialect?

Contrasting the Kumamoto dialect and the Tokyo dialect, we can clarify
the system and the structure of the Japanese accent and intonation, and the
relation between them.

We have to interview precisely the natives and practice some audio

experiments.

key words : non-accent dialect, word accent, phrasal intonation, sentence

intonation, functions of intonation, contrastive linguistics between dialects
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