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Abstract :

A purpose of this study is to show a possibility that evaluation of an utterance
is influenced by whether the speaker is a Japanese native speaker or a non-
native one. This study conducted an impression assessment research for
young Japanese native speakers, using speech data by three Japanese native
speakers and three Russian learners of Japanese language. The speech data
consists utterances in which six speakers politely read sentences with
negative polite verbs “-masu”, “-nai desu”, trying to make good impressions
on hearers. The earlier study reported that “-nai desu” form is mainly used
for spoken language, and “-nai desu” utterances make good impressions
rather than “-masen” utterances on young Japanese native speakers.
However, the result of this study was contrary to this earlier study and
revealed following two things; it is not always that “— nai desu” utterances
are evaluated more polite than “-masen” utterances; “-nai desu” utterances
by Russian learners are evaluated that made worse impression than by
Japanese native speakers. These results suggest a possibility that evaluations
of utterances are influenced by whether the speaker is a Japanese native

speaker or a non-native one.
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