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Abstract :

We consider ‘voice’ as a morphological system of a predicate correlated to
the cases of its complements (Teramura, 1982) and here treat the active
voice, the passive voice, the causative voice, causative-passive voice, give-
and-take and verbs ‘nuku/nukasu’ as examples of the “vocabular” voice.

We assert that ‘voice’ has four functions as follows.

1. “Voice’ determines how many elements are put in an utterance, when
you construct a linguistic utterance from an event.

2. “Voice’ determines from which of the elements the utterance sees the
event.

3. “Voice’ puts the correlations between the elements into linguistic form.

4. “Voice’ gives nuances such as ‘annoyance’, ‘favor’, ‘will/volition’, etc.

to the utterance.

We call an active sentence a primary construction. An active sentence with
another ‘voice’ is a secondary construction and a secondary constructed
sentence with another ‘voice’ is a tertiary construction. We clarify that the

case construction becomes vaguer as the utterance gets more ‘voice’,

Keywords : voice, constructing a linguistic utterance from an event,
situation and sentence construction, valency, variance of post positions, piled

sentence constructions
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