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Abstract :
The correspondence between a language’s morphosyntactic structure and

its prosody sometimes is advocated concerning contemporary standard
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Japanese as well as the other languages. The validity of this concept of
course depends on the content of “morphosyntactic structure.” And the
proposal which has often been made as its content is left/right-branching.
According to this proposal, when the morphosyntactic structure is left-
branching its prosody gets united into a single unit, while when it is right-
branching it is divided into two units with a break. However, some have
argued against this proposal. This paper supports the negative idea by
showing two types of discrepancy between the directionality of branching
and prosody: (i) In not a few cases the lexical accent of a compound word
with right-branching structure does not have a break (e. g.,
shiminkyogitaikai, city athletic tournament); (ii) A phrase ippaime no biiru
100-en (Lit. first drink-GEN beer 100 yen) with left-branching structure is
unlikely to get its intonation united with some appositive-like interpretation

(The price of the drink is 100 yen if it is the first drink and it is a beer).
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disfluency
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