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Abstract :

This study examines the production of L2 Japanese accent by L1 Mandarin
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learners, with the specific goal of clarifying the effect of task ordering on
production accuracy. The participants were 42 undergraduate students at a
university in China, all of whom had been studying Japanese for about 18
months. The materials were short sentences including 27 target words, all of
which were familiar to the learners and 1-3 moras in length. The three tasks
used were (A) simply reading the sentences with no additional aid, (B)
reading the sentences with an accent mark indicating the correct accent on
the target word, and (C) imitating a native speaker’s model pronunciation
while looking at the same kind of accent mark as (B). These three tasks
were carried out in all six logically possible orders (ABC, ACB, BAC, BCA,
CAB, CBA). Results indicated that accuracy in task (A) depended on the
ordering of the tasks. More specifically, when it was administered as the
third and final task, the accuracy was significantly higher than when it was
administered as the first or second task. This suggests that accent marks
and model pronunciation, when combined, can successfully help L2
Japanese learners to subsequently produce accent correctly even in the

absence of such aids.
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