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A General Study of the Frequency and Timing of Backchannels in Japanese

Abstract :

In this essay we investigated Japanese backchannels in relation with
precedent utterances. Through the experiments we conducted it was shown
that the frequency of backchannels varies in accordance with the speed of
the previous utterance made by the interlocutor. Utterances with rapid speed
(faster than about 9 morae/s) are not apt to be accompanied by
backchannels. It was also shown that comprehension and attitude toward
the previous utterance affect the timing of backchannels. A speaker who
does not comprehend the previous utterance well tends to hit her/his
backchannel later than a speaker with full comprehension (but without any
particular attitude of agreement/disagreement). A similar delay in hitting
backchannels is observed for some speakers with an attitude of
disagreement, but the timing of backchannels for disagreement depends
largely on the individual. Some speakers even hit backchannels for

disagreement faster than in other cases.

Keywords : Backchannels, Japanese, Frequency, timing
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