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Abstract :

Prosodic acquisition of L2 Japanese by Swedish learners was analyzed by
using the model of intonation proposed for Tokyo Japanese and its consequent
J _ToBI labelling. Characteristic acquisition patterns produced by the Swedish
learners are: 1) The lowest level prosodic unit termed accentual phrase
appears, it corresponds to a larger syntactic unit such as phrase and clause,
2) pitch accent distinction appears at the onset of this prosodic unit, 3) the
prosodic units form a larger unit by downstep. In Japanese, all the content
words have one of the two pitch accents, accented or unaccented. Thus each
word together with the following grammatical elements forms the lowest
prosodic unit called accentual phrase. It was difficult for the Swedish learners
to capture this small accentual phrase in Japanese. Instead, learners created
their interlanguage by creating their own accentual phrase which is much
bigger in size compared to the Japanese accentual phrase. The pitch accent
distinction was acquired relatively early but the acquisition of the right size
accentual phrase appeared to be very difficult for Swedish learners. Intonation
based on information structure did not appear in the present data, which

implies topic and focus intonation in Japanese are difficult to acquire.

Keywords : intonation, pitch accent, acquisition, Swedish learners of

L2Japanese, syntactic structure, information structure, downstep
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