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Abstract :

This paper aims to deepen our understanding of grammar of spoken Standard
Japanese with special reference to the relationship between lexical accent and
phrasal intonation by taking actual communication into consideration.

Traditionally, lexical accent and phrasal intonation in Standard Japanese have
been thought as non-competitive. By this view, there are no competition for
realization between lexical accent and phrasal intonation. Such a view of non-
competition can explain copulative or cumulative forms, whereas it cannot
explain conflictive form. Although research on Standard Japanese have been
reluctant to admit conflictive forms, close investigation reveals that conflictive
form is much more often and widespread than has traditionally been thought
as well as in some of the other dialects. This paper suggests a new view which
can explain all of these three pitch forms. Conclusions are as follow.

First, the relationship between lexical accent and phrasal intonation in
Standard Japanese can be better understood by competitive view rather than by
traditional non-competitive view. Lexical accent and intonation are potentially
competing for generating their own pitch form (i.e. conflictive form).

Second, the superiority of competitive view over non-competitive view

is supported by two observations: (i) It is only competitive view that can
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explain conflictive form, which is much more often and widespread than has
traditionally been thought; (ii) By adopting Iconicity of Strength (i.e. The
stronger the speaker’s attitude is, the more likely the corresponding prosody
has strong power to generate a conflictive form), competitive view rightly
expects lack of strong attitudes in copulative and cumulative forms.

Third, Iconicity of Strength can be justified at least in two ways: one is
perceptual test, and the other is the possibility of upset victory of accent over
intonation.

And fourth, non-conflictive forms have traditionally been thought as basic,
probably because it is rare for informants to show their strong attitudes and

prominent characters in the environment of laboratory.

Keywords : Japanese, accent, intonation, competitive view, iconicity of

strength
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